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Dear Friends:

    This prayer letter is 
about Josue and Renelyn 
Satunero, graduates of 
Iloilo Baptist College.  
Upon graduating from IBC 
in 1991, Brother Josue 
started a church in the 
northern part of our island.  
He was there seven years 
before surrendering to the 
foreign mission field.  
Renelyn has three brothers 
who also graduated from 
IBC and are pastors here in 
the Philippines.  Brother 
Josue and Renelyn went to 
Uganda in 2001 with their 
daughter Eljane.  Later their 
son Lemuel was born on the mission field.  Not long after they arrived, there was an insurgency, and 

one day 200 refugees showed up in 
their yard!  For two weeks they fed 
them, helped them medically, and led 
many of them to Christ.  In years since 
then, the Satunero’s have had a unique 
ministry to refugees running from 
various wars in the region.  Their 
property became a camping place at 
times with meals and the Gospel given 
out.  
     Brother Josue has Bible studies for 
Ugandan soldiers and a prison 
ministry.  One day the prison 

PO Box 88 Iloilo City 5000 BIMI Box 9, Harrison, TN 37341 �1

RICK & BECKY MARTIN 
Iloilo Baptist Church | Iloilo Baptist College 

Brother Satunero (left) with members of Christ Biblical Baptist
Church started by one of his graduates in the Kole District

Brother Satunero & team of workers 
at the Lamwo District

mailto:martinsiloilo@gmail.com


martinsiloilo@gmail.com March/April 2020

commander himself drove a truck 
loaded with 24 prisoners to Brother 
Josue’s church to be baptized!  The 
Satunero’s use every situation to get 
the Gospel out – whether it’s over 100 
saved at a wedding, or 800 that came 
to a funeral and heard the Gospel.  
Brother Josue doesn’t own a vehicle.  
He travels to villages on the back of a 
bike, called a “boda” for 20 kilometers 
(12 miles) or more on bad roads to 
visit his graduates and see how their 
churches are doing.  Here is an excerpt 
from one of his prayer letters:  

“We told our pastors to organize 

their people to begin molding mud 
blocks and when it is dried they can 
burn them which will turn out as 
strong bricks.  Then they should 
collect their sand, gravel, and stones 
and when the materials are ready, I 
will buy the bags of cement and go 
straightway with our Bible students to 
begin the layout for a foundation of 
their church building.”

    Here is another:  “A mission trip to Lamwo District, 
located along the border of Uganda and South Sudan ...  
after 6 hours of traversing some hills, bush, and bumpy 
roads we reached the place.  Our tiredness disappeared 
after we have spoken the Word of God to the district 
leaders … the vice-mayor accepted Christ as his personal 
Lord and Savior.  The District Police Commander and his 
personnel also professed their faith in Christ.  We moved 
door to door and witnessed to several people.  After I 
shared the Word of God someone exclaimed, ‘Pastor, the 
message you gave is true but I have one question.  When 
are you coming back?  I do pray this is not the first and 
last.  Please come again!”  This touched my heart.  While 
returning to Lira I mentioned this to my team.  One of our 
men talked about going back there.  Uganda is wide open!  
Come and help us!”
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Brother Josue raised all of his support here in the 
Philippines.  He and his family sacrifice and live on 
very little.  The first 14 years in Uganda they only 
returned to the Philippines once for a short visit.  

By God’s grace, 23 men have graduated from his 
Bible College and they have started 23 churches.  
Lord willing, four more will graduate this year.

Josue and Renelyn have experienced times when 
they thought both of their children might die.  Malaria 
is a real problem for them.  Yet you never hear them 
talk about quitting and going home.
Here is a testimony written by their daughter who is 
now in our Bible College:

“I am Eljane Satunero, a missionary kid from 
Uganda.  My family went there in 2001 when I was 
one year and 4 months old.  I grew up among the 
Ugandan children learning their language and 
lifestyle.  My brother was born there four years later.  
We were home schooled.  The first 7 years of our stay 
there brought many experiences to us; we contracted 

deadly malaria and during those times security was 
unstable because of insurgencies.  But because of prayer, God protected us through it all.  On June 12, 
2006 my Dad shared God’s plan of salvation and my Mom led me through the sinner’s prayer.  At a 
young age of six I started getting involved in the ministry by accompanying either my Mom or Dad 
soul winning while being their translator.  Later I helped in different ministries that the Lord entrusted 
to my Dad, like going around the town distributing tracts and soul winning door to door.  We endured 
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gusts of dust or tread through mud while going for Bible extension classes, reaching teens and also 
teaching music to the young people in our church.  There were times that we encountered persecution 
and discouragement but despite it all we were blessed to see changes the Gospel brought to people’s 
lives. Around 2014, God laid a burden on my heart to study in Bible College.  In 2016, I joined Christ 
Biblical Baptist Seminary, the school my Dad started.  

In 2018, I decided to continue my studies at Iloilo Baptist College.  Life at IBC has been 
exciting although there are ups and downs and lots of adjustments.  After all, this was my first time to 
be far away from my family.  I’ve enjoyed the activities for students and different ministries I’m 
involved in like “Help the Needy.”  I realized that there are people who are in dire need of physical 
help and of course Jesus Christ—not only in Africa but everywhere.

Being a missionary kid is not all about exciting adventures and fun in a different land but it’s 
all about standing beside your parents and helping them through persecutions and difficulties during 
the high and low times in life while serving God.  This is the greatest blessing as a missionary kid.”

Recently an American missionary from Uganda wrote and said that the Ugandan government 
was making it hard for foreigners, including NGOs, local churches and missionaries.  It’s 
complicated, but Brother Satunero’s church could lose its property and buildings in the next 22 
months.  Years ago the church was able to get some land from the government like other churches 
(they pay a small “lease”) but they’re supposed to commit to build so many buildings and other 
projects.  Brother Josue and his church has built three on the property and they have done it mostly on 
their own, except a dorm for their Bible College.  His church has been very unselfish in helping to 
build church buildings for some of the Bible college graduates who have started churches, when they 
could have used the money and effort for their own church.
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The projects they are required to complete in the upcoming months due to the government 
action would of course be very helpful to the church and Bible College as well.  Our church here in 
the Philippines is planning to help as well as some of the graduates of IBC.

The first building they need to build is a 3-room dorm (16 feet X 50 feet) that could also 
possibly be used for their staff.  This will cost about $13,500.  The second and largest is a classroom 
building, 25 feet X 100 feet.  The cost is about $22,300.  They also need to build a kitchen, which 
would be 16 feet X 27 feet and would cost about $7,100.  They need to build a bathroom, septic tank 
and some other items including plumbing, which will cost about $8,600.  I rarely mention a financial 
need in our newsletters, but when I found out this faithful missionary’s circumstances it just seemed 
good to mention this and get others to pray for them and their ministry.

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS

Our main emphasis in the ministry here has always been to train men to start churches.  
Besides Iloilo Baptist Church, 5 of the graduates of IBC have Bible Colleges in other countries and 25 
in the Philippines.  Each school’s goal is to start churches.  A new Bible College was started in Capiz 
by Pastor Ricky Delgado.  Pictured below, you can see his students.  He is in the second year of his 
school.  Please pray for these schools that the graduates will be able to start many churches in the 
future.

There has been much progress in the 
Radio Station Ministry here in the 
Philippines.  Presently there are six stations 
test broadcasting.  We made applications 
with the NTC for more stations; 4 are in 
places near Manila: San Pedro Laguna, 
Quezon City, Makati, Bulacan, and also 
Dumaguete in Negros Island.  There are 
two in Mindanao --  Marawi City and 
Davao, second largest city after Manila.  
There’s also one on the other side of our 
island in San Remio, Antique.  We’d 
especially appreciate your prayers for the 
station in Marawi, the city ISIS destroyed 
in 2017.  The greatest need is to find 
someone to run it that has great faith 
because that’s what it will take to have a station to reach the people of Marawi.  We believe the Lord 
has answered that prayer.  We’ll keep you posted.  There are three, possibly four other pastors not far 
from Marawi who are also willing and unafraid to go in and out of Marawi to help operate the station.  
We now have other contacts including a private non-profit organization located in Marawi who has 
given advice on potential places to put up a tower and also a place where we might build a studio.  
Since World War II, no city in this country has suffered as this city has.  This has been the most 
challenging city to start a station but we believe the Lord is in it.  We also know that the devil is 
determined not to allow these precious souls to learn about the Lord Jesus.

We have a long-term plan to tend to the technical needs of the stations including maintenance 
of equipment and in installing equipment and towers.  Recently we have had contact with pastors or 
church laymen who have extensive background in radio and in building towers as well as access to 
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engineers and other technicians.  A long-term strategy in this area is essential in sustaining the radio 
ministry in the future.  We are very grateful for the help of Senator Manny Pacquiao.  He is endorsing 
each station to the NTC, which is pivotal in our work with them.  We could never thank him enough.  
He’s an outspoken Christian and is not ashamed to speak about his faith and changed life to others.  
He has a passion to help people physically and spiritually by winning them to Christ.

Becky and I are so grateful to those of you who faithfully support us and the Lord’s work here 
with your prayers and finances.  God bless you!

PS:  We mailed a paper copy of our prayer letter March 16th but the post office nationwide shut down the next 
day so it’ll be weeks before they arrive in the States.  We wanted to give an update in this email copy of the 
situation here with the Corona Virus.  

        First we want to let the churches that help us know how much we appreciate you and the times you have 
helped here during the calamities such as the fire at our church in 2006, Typhoon Frank that killed about 600 
people mostly in the Iloilo City area in 2008 and Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) that destroyed the north part of our 
island in 2013.  Now you are experiencing something greater than any of those disasters.  I am so sorry you 
have to go through this most unusual trial.  We all know “that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” My prayer is that this trial that you are all 
going through will open the hearts of unbelievers in the USA and around the world who need Christ.  In the 
short time this virus has had an impact on the United States I have heard and seen the faith and love for God 
that so many of you have.  This has strengthened me and it is a wonderful testimony. 
        Iloilo City has been in lockdown since last March 14.  No one can go out of their house except for medical 
emergencies, buying food, if you’re a health worker, or if you work in food or other important businesses.  The 
government has been aggressive by starting early to contain the virus.  Our city finally got a few test kits and 
has identified a few confirmed cases.  One already died. The mayor said there were about 1500 people “under 
monitoring” for CoVid19.  Probably most are not positive but the number of cases will likely go up.  About 
95% of the confirmed corona virus cases are in the Manila area on the island of Luzon.  At this point the other 
islands are doing much better.  The islands are completely segregated from each other where people cannot go 
from island to island.
         The Bible students and staff here at IBC are doing well under the circumstances.  They’re strictly 
quarantined in different rooms in the dorms.  We have been trying to find things for them to do.  They play 
games and have Christian film showings by very small groups and they also exercise by small groups.  The 
dorms have devotions together and every room has a radio so they listen to our Christian radio station most of 
the day as well.  This is our 17th day of quarantine and we’re working on ways to reach people during this 
time.   The students go out on outreach ministries almost every day during normal times so they want to get out 
to reach people.         
        We are having church services on our Christian radio station and also live streamed on Face Book 
messenger.  We never thought the church would not be able to have regular services.   We are planning for 
when we get back to normal.
        Please pray for God to give us wisdom in ways to reach people during the time we are in lockdown.  Right 
now the radio stations in Iloilo City, Cebu City, Paranaque (in Manila), Iligan City and Tagbilaran Bohol are 
probably the most effective way to reach people.  We are burdened for missionaries and their people around the 
world, as well as pastors and their people back in the States.  We are trying our best to keep in touch with 
friends and family; especially our kids and grandkids.

God bless you.  We love you all in the Lord.

Rick & Becky Martin
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